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Heritage Mile

Broadmoor Boulevard was once a stretch 
of country road connecting early settlers in 
Salisbury with those in Clover Bar to the north. 
Now an urban traffic corridor, it retains an 
intriguing sliver of those early days. This section 
of the boulevard, dubbed “Heritage Mile” in 
tribute to Strathcona County’s rural heritage, 
commemorates several early pioneer families 
who farmed here decades before the hamlet of 
Sherwood Park formed in 1955. 

Sherwood Park’s Heritage Mile Society 
spearheaded this project in the mid-1990s to 
publicly recognize the heritage value of these 
historic sites, all conveniently located along 
one strip of road, from Glenmore Avenue to 
Baseline Road. Heritage Mile boasts buildings, 
sculptures, monuments, markers and landscape 
features, on both public and private property. 
They recall a bygone time worth remembering.
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In the first half of the 20th century several well-established farms populated this 
section of rural road that we now commemorate as Heritage Mile. This photo from 
1954 shows the country road that fronts the A.J. Ottewell farm.

3



Location

SITESITE

4



Land  Acknowledgment

Strathcona County respectfully acknowledges we are located on 
Treaty 6 Territory. Heritage Mile celebrates these sacred lands known 
as Amiskwaciy (Cree for “The Beaver Hills”).

For tens of thousands of years Indigenous people have lived and 
thrived in this place–they include the Blackfoot (Niitsitapi), Gros 
Ventres (A’aninin), Cree (Nehiywak), Saulteaux (Anishinaabe), Dene, 
Nakota Sioux and later the Métis.

These lands will continue to host many nations from all directions 
arriving by land, air and water. All inhabitants are responsible to 
each other, to the land, to the resources and to Treaty Six  “as long as 
the sun shines, the grass grows and the river flows.”
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Beaver Hills

The Beaver Hills landscape, with its numerous lakes, ponds and 
streams, is a product of the melting of the last great glaciers about 
12,000 years ago. The resulting wetlands, water bodies and dry 
mixed-wood Boreal forest formed a perfect habitat for diverse 
vegetation, mammals, fish and birds.

First Nations people thrived in this place of shelter and plenty; the 
Cree called this area Amiskwaciy.

In 1795 the Hudson’s Bay Company built Edmonton House on the 
edge of the Beaver Hills and by 1826 it had become one of the most 
important western posts in the territory known as Rupert’s Land. 
Indigenous peoples from the North Saskatchewan River watershed 
met to trade furs for food, guns and other goods. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company sold Rupert’s Land to the Dominion of 
Canada in 1870, and Canada began looking to develop the territory 
and unite the country. Within five years, the North West Mounted 
Police had arrived and set up a post at Fort Saskatchewan. Surveyors 
also came to find a rail route to the Pacific Ocean and to plot land for 
settlement.

The lure of owning land drew 
settlers to the area; some of 
the earliest arrived at Clover 
Bar in 1881 after a three-
month trek from Winnipeg. 

A number of Métis took 
up homesteads during 
settlement times, especially 
near St. Margaret’s Catholic 
Church on the north shore of 
Hastings Lake.
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St. Margaret’s Church, established 1915
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Beaver Hills

St. Margaret’s Church, established 1915

Why the name Strathcona?

In 1898, those living on the southern bank of the North 
Saskatchewan River chose to incorporate separately from 
Edmonton. They chose the name Strathcona for their new town. 

The name disappeared from local maps when Strathcona was 
amalgamated with the city of Edmonton in 1912, but reappeared 
in 1918, when the Alberta government assigned names to rural 
municipalities. The area south and east of the original town of 
Strathcona became the Municipal District (M.D.) of Strathcona. 

In 1943, the Province combined the M.D. of Strathcona with the M.D. 
of Clover Bar as part of a move to make local governments more 
efficient. The new M.D. of Strathcona approximated the current 
boundaries of Strathcona County. 

In 1962, local school and municipal administrations were combined 
under the County Act to form the County of Strathcona No. 20. The 
Province rescinded the County Act in 1994, and our municipality 
reverted to municipal district status for just a year before being 
incorporated in 1996 as a “specialized municipality” with the name 
Strathcona County. This status recognizes the unique needs of an 
area that serves the major urban centre of Sherwood Park as well 
as a large rural area with eight hamlets: Antler Lake, Ardrossan, 
Collingwood Cove, Half Moon Lake, Hastings Lake, Josephburg, 
North Cooking Lake and South Cooking Lake.
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Born in 1867 in Huron, Ontario, Maurice Smeltzer delivered work horses 
to Edmonton in 1891 on one of the first trains to reach South Edmonton 
via Calgary. He returned in 1892 with another shipment of horses and 
took up a claim on a homestead in the Salisbury district.

In 1899, Maurice married Eliza Pithie, a descendant of the Scottish poet 
Robert Burns. The Smeltzer family was a typical farm family, active in 
church, local activities and school events. Maurice Smeltzer’s success in 
establishing and operating a farm was evident in the various prizes he 
won in local exhibitions for grain and livestock.

In 1920, the family built Smeltzer House just across the road, to the 
east of their original homestead. Cyril Fry, Maurice’s brother-in-law, was 
the architect. Marshall Hughes, a contractor and friend of the family, 
built the Canadian Foursquare house, a common design in the early 
1900s. It was built of solid brick (two walls with an airspace in between), 
including brick footings. The bricks were purchased from Acme Brick 
near St. Albert, shipped by train to the Clover Bar railway siding and 
moved by sleigh to the building site. The spruce trees surrounding the 
home were planted as four-year-old seedlings in 1921.

Maurice and Eliza’s son Frank lived in the house with his wife Agnes until 
they moved away in 1974. In 1976 Strathcona County purchased the 
three-acre Smeltzer House site, which is now home to a wide variety of 
visual arts programs for all ages. The original garage houses Studio One, 
a glass studio; the larger three-bay garage, built in the 1950s, serves as 
the Clay Hut pottery studio. The site is also home to a botanical garden 
that features many heritage plants from the 1920s.

In December 1986, Smeltzer House was designated a Registered 
Historic Resource by Alberta’s Minister of Culture. In 2013, Smeltzer 
House, Studio One and the spruce shelter belt attained Municipal 
Historic Resource status.
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The Smeltzers entertain visitors in 
their new home, circa 1920s
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Lendrum Sisters
In 1910, Annie Lendrum, then 
37, and her twin sisters Mamie 
and Mimie, then 30, arrived 
from Ontario with their 
cousin Florence, who used a 
wheelchair. They took over a 
quarter section of land from 
their ailing uncle, Charles, 
who passed away in 1914. 
The sisters grew grain, raised 
chickens and kept a cow for 
milk. It was an unprecedented 
challenge for single women in 
that era. 

A 10-foot sculptural 
representation of the three 
Lendrum sisters is located on 
the site of their former homestead, which extended north through 
the Broadmoor Public Golf Course to the south edge of Mills Haven. 
Created by Marjorie Ann Davies, the sculpture was unveiled in 2002 
by the Honourable Dr. Lois E. Hole, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta.

The sculpture shows the three sisters in the roles they played on the 
farm and in the community. Annie holds a sheaf of wheat under her 
arm; she was responsible for running the farm and did most of the 
driving. Mamie carries a covered basket and is attired as she might 
have been for one of her community nursing visits. Her twin Mimie 
is seated with a butter churn, reminding us of the chores of daily life. 
Mimie was also a nurse and cared for their cousin and uncle. 

Florence died in 1924 and Mimie in 1928. When Annie died in 1943, 
90 of the 160 acres had been broken. Buildings on the site included 
a two-storey log house, a barn, a henhouse and a granary. Mamie 
sold the quarter shortly before her death in 1947 for $8,000, the 
same price it had been valued at in 1910.

The Lendrum homestead, in 
1954, after being purchased by 

Verbitsky family.
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Ottewell Centre

Arthur J. Ottewell was born in 1885 to Richard Philip and Fanny 
Ottewell, the second eldest son of 12 children. Art’s father, R.P. as he 
was known, had arrived at Fort Edmonton in 1881 from Ontario. After 
first choosing a homestead in what is now the Ottewell subdivision in 
Edmonton, R.P. soon moved on to a second homestead, becoming one 
of the first settlers in the Clover Bar district. Over the years, Art’s father 
prospered from farming, custom threshing, coal and gold mining, flour 
and lumber mills, and other business ventures.

Art and his wife Lora purchased a quarter-section farm where the 
Ottewell Centre now stands. They began clearing the trees and stumps 
by hand before obtaining machinery to finish the job. In 1916, they 
built the brick two-storey house. Modern for a farmhouse of the day, it 
boasted a full basement, a hot air furnace, electricity from a gasoline-
powered generator and water pressure from an electric pump. West 
and down the hill from the house, they built a bridge across the creek 
in almost the same location where the covered footbridge now spans 
the stormwater pond Woodbridge Lake.

Art and Lora and their two children, Wilbur and Edna, were active in 
the community. Arthur served as president of the Alberta Dairymen’s 
Association and the United Grain Growers. He served on the Edmonton 
Exhibition Association, the local school board and on the board of 
Salisbury United Church. Many social events were hosted in the 
Ottewell home, and Art actively promoted several team sports for 
young people. 

Art and Lora ran a successful mixed farm, expanding their facilities 
and acreage through the years. They sold the last of their farmland to 
developers in 1977. In 1980, the house was moved 50 feet west of its 
original site, the interior renovated, and the brick exterior restored to 
its original appearance. Today’s barn is a replica of the original Ottewell 
barn.

The Ottewell Sculpture, 
located on the east side 
of the lot, was cast in 
concrete by Marjorie 
Ann Davies. R.P. and 
Fanny are depicted along 
with scenes of family 
life. The Honourable 
Federal Minister of State 
(Democratic Reform), 
Tim Uppal, unveiled the 
sculpture in 2011.
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Salisbury District

Salisbury pioneers
Early settlers in the Salisbury district took inspiration for their 
community’s name from Lord Salisbury, who was Prime Minister 
of Great Britain at that time. The names of these pioneer families 
and others who settled and farmed here from the 1890s until the 
creation of Sherwood Park in 1955 are recorded on a plaque near 
Salisbury United Church.

The Salisbury district encompassed 16 square miles, bordered 
approximately by what is now 17 Street NW on the west, Baseline 
Road on the north, Clover Bar Road on the east and Township Road 
522 (two miles south of Wye Road) on the south.

Salisbury United Church 
In 1886, early settlers in the Salisbury district established a church 
congregation. They held services in private homes and later in a 
school until the first church was built in 1915. Many families—
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic—
worked together to build the community church and furnish it 
with 12 pews. It stood at Salisbury Corner, now the intersection of 
the Sherwood Park Freeway and Anthony Henday Drive. Volunteer 
workers, including some of Sherwood Park’s first residents, erected 
a larger church building in 1959. In 1964, the building was moved 
to its present site to make way for highway expansion at Salisbury 
Corner. The church building was enlarged in 1981.

West Salisbury Methodist Church, 1915, renamed Salisbury United Church in 1925. 
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Located on private property at the corner of Broadmoor Boulevard 
and Athabascan Avenue, Monument Park is home to a variety of 
markers and statuary: 

• Horse of Selene: A symbol of democracy, the original sculpture 
stood on the east pediment of the Parthenon in Athens. It is 
reproduced here with permission from the British Museum.

• Ashton’s Folly: Four murals created by local artists Sydney Ashton, 
Lucy Cook, Nikolette Galenza and Trish Haugen.

• Sir Sam Steele: Heinz Zadler created this likeness of Major-General 
Sir Samuel B. Steele, the first commander of Lord Strathcona’s Horse, 
who figured large in the late 19th century development of Canada’s 
western territories. 

The Political Pole
This 18-foot monument recognizes 
the contributions of those who 
represented Sherwood Park in 
elected government office from its 
inception in 1955 to 2005. Plaques 
on the pole name eight Members 
of Parliament, eight Members of 
the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, 
two Strathcona County Mayors, 
28 Strathcona County Councillors, 
33 Public School Trustees and 
33 Catholic School Trustees. The 
Political Pole was unveiled in 1995 
by The Honourable Gary Mar, 
Alberta Minister of Community 
Development.

Sealed within the Political Pole 
is a time capsule marked “Not to 
be opened until the year 2035.” 
The time capsule contains news 
publications and various federal, 
provincial, municipal and school 
board documents from the year 
1995, Sherwood Park’s 40th 
anniversary. A key and details of 
the capsule’s contents are stored 
at the Strathcona County Museum 
and Archives.

Monument Park
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Boisvert Statue
Unveiled in 1998 by the Right Honourable Jean Chrétien, Prime 
Minister of Canada, this 
sculpture of Roland Boisvert was 
commissioned to represent the 
early Sherwood Park residents 
named on The Political Pole.

Roland Boisvert was a descendant 
of a large pioneer western 
Canadian family. Born in 1918, he 
served Canada in a Second World 
War tank regiment and moved 
to Sherwood Park in 1959. First 
elected as a founding trustee of 
the Salisbury Roman Catholic 
School District in 1962, Bosivert 
served continuously until 1980, 
including several years as school 
board chair. He and his wife 
Lou raised eight children in the 
community. 

The concrete sculpture was created by Joan G. Brownell.

Elzinga Profile
A Wye Road farmer and rancher, Peter Elzinga began his pursuit of 
public office at age 27. First elected Member of Parliament in 1974, 
he served for 12 years. As president of his national political party, he 

chaired its 1983 convention. A 
new phase of Mr. Elzinga’s political 
career came in 1986, when he was 
elected Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta for Sherwood 
Park. He served in three provincial 
cabinet portfolios from 1986 to 
1993, including a term as Deputy 
Premier. 

Created by Barbara Paterson, 
Peter Elzinga’s cast bronze profile 
was unveiled in 2002 by the 
Honourable Ralph Klein, Premier 
of Alberta.

Monument Park
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Monument Park

Lord Strathcona Monument
Donald Alexander Smith, who became 
Lord Strathcona, immigrated to 
Canada from Scotland in 1838. Finding 
employment as a clerk for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, he worked his way up 
to Chief Trader, Chief Factor, Chief 
Commissioner, largest shareholder and 
Governor. He served in the Manitoba 
Legislature in the 1870s, represented 
Montreal in the House of Commons in 
the 1880s and became Canada’s High 
Commissioner to the United Kingdom in 
1896. 

Becoming wealthy from railroad 
investments throughout North America, 
Smith was a founder, principal investor 
and promoter of the Canadian Pacific Railway, driving the last spike in 
1885. His leadership roles included chancellor of McGill University, founder 
of the Royal Victoria Hospital and Royal Victoria Women’s College in 
Montreal, and president of the Bank of Montreal.

Smith was knighted in 1886 and elevated to the peerage in 1897, taking 
the title Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal. Mount Royal is the mountain 
after which Montreal is named. Strathcona was a word created by the new 
baron, combining Strath (Gaelic for broad valley) with cona (for the River 
Coe running through his Scottish property).

In 1900, Lord Strathcona personally financed and maintained Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse, a regiment of over 500 mounted marksmen from 
Western Canada who served in the South African War. The regiment 
remains based in Edmonton. That is but one example of Lord Strathcona’s 
philanthropies, which approximated $200 million (in year 2000 dollars).
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The fired clay statue of Lord 
Strathcona, created by Dawn McLean, 
is in high relief style, 7.5 feet high on 
a 2.5-foot pedestal. It was unveiled 
in 2000 by Lt. Col. Craig Hilton, CD, 
the Commanding Officer of Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse, along with Vern 
Hartwell, Mayor of Strathcona County.



George M. Smyth 
left Ireland for 
Alberta in 1905 
at age 16. His 
parents and two 
sisters, Jennie and 
Edith, joined him 
two years later. In 
1911, the family 
purchased a farm 
on the west side 

of what is now Broadmoor Boulevard. Both parents died in the 
early 1920s but the farm continued to expand, adding more land 
and a larger dairy herd. Jennie raised chickens for extra money and 
worked as a seamstress in Edmonton. Edie worked in an Edmonton 
restaurant, riding to work with her sister in a horse-drawn wagon.

In 1936, the family constructed a new house on the original 
farmstead. It featured the Craftsman style, which spread to the 
Canadian prairies in the 1920s via Good Housekeeping and Ladies 
Home Journal magazines. A historic marker stands at the site of the 
former home, north of the intersection of Broadmoor Boulevard and 
Main Boulevard.

None of the three Smyth children ever married. Jennie died in 1942. 
George’s dairy business thrived and when he died in 1974, his estate, 
valued at over $3.5 million (in year 2000 dollars), was donated to 
charity. His surviving sister, Edie, was allowed to continue living in 
the house. 

By the mid-1970s, the farm was subdivided to become the 
Broadmoor Centre business district. Edie lived in the family home 
until age 101, passing away in 1993 after 83 years on the property. 
The home was torn down in 2012 to make way for development.

Great Sentinel Owl –  
Monument Park
Monument Park includes a sculpture 
of a great horned owl in tribute to 
the Smyth Family. Joseph Boulton 
created the three-foot-high, 500 lb. cast 
stone sculpture. The great horned owl 
was chosen by Alberta children in a 
province-wide vote as the Official Bird 
of Alberta in 1977.

Smyth Farm
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The north end of the Heritage Mile is crowned by the Centennial 
Plaza, showcasing a centennial wall and the “Salute to Volunteers” 
sculpture commissioned by Sherwood Park’s Heritage Mile Society. 

The Rotary Club of Sherwood Park created the plaza in 2005 to 
celebrate several community milestones: 

• Centennial of Rotary International (1905-2005)
• Alberta’s Centennial (1905-2005)
• Sherwood Park’s Semi-Centennial (1955-2005)
• Heritage Mile’s 110 years (1895-2005)

The Salute to Volunteers sculpture rises 18 feet from the plaza, 
standing tall as a public expression of appreciation to volunteers 
past, present and future. Two figures in sculpted concrete, 
representing volunteers, reach aloft to hold up a symbolic 
representation of the community. Around the six-foot-diameter cast 
bronze ring are silhouetted representations of community members, 
features and buildings. 

Many businesses, agencies, 
individuals and organizations 
contributed to the sculpture. 
Created by Marjorie Ann 
Davies and dedicated in 
2007 by the Honourable Ed 
Stelmach, Premier of Alberta, 
this landmark is a source 
of inspiration and pride to 
the thousands who pass by 
daily from all four directions, 
whether in vehicles or on 
pathways.

Centennial Plaza
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In 2003 and 2004, Sherwood Park’s 
Heritage Mile Society put out a call 
to the community to support a new 
tree-planting program, and dozens 
answered. Individuals, families, 
businesses, organizations and 
foundations contributed funds to 
plant American Elm trees along the 
Broadmoor Boulevard median from 
Baseline Road to Glenmore Avenue. 
This is a true heritage legacy project 
that generates pride, goodwill and  
memories. 

Large plaques on boulders at Monument Park and Smeltzer House 
name the tree contributors or loved ones remembered, and carry 
quotes of salutation, affection or commitment.

Other heritage attractions in  
the area

• Ball Family Windmill was originally 
located on Wye Road. In the 
1930s, it was the tallest structure 
for miles and a valuable source of 
water for the George Ball family. 
The windmill was relocated to 
Woodbridge Lake west of the 
Ottewell Centre in the 1970s.

• Clover Bar Cemetery at 2025 
Yellowhead Trail NE. Established in 1901, the cemetery contains the  
graves of early pioneers including Heritage Mile families.

• Salisbury School marker on the northwest corner of Fir Street and 
Sherwood Drive identifies the site of the district’s first school, built 
in 1901. Established by early settlers in this area, the school also 
served Sherwood Park’s first residents.

Legacy Median Trees

More information about the history of  
Strathcona County can be found at:
• Strathcona County Museum and Archives:  
 strathma.ca

• Strathcona County:  
 strathcona.ca/history

Ball Family Windmill

Looking north on Broadmoor Boulevard
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Major funding and donated materials and labour for this Interpretive 
Display were provided by:

• Broadmoor Centre Business Association
• Stephen Stachnik and Elizabeth Herman
• Alberta Community Initiatives Program

Further funding and assistance were provided by:
• Design North Landscape Architecture Inc.
• Strathcona County
• Anna Stipdonk
• Anya Ashton
• Art Society of Strathcona County
• DCI Inc.
• Jane Ashton
• Myrtle Evans
• Patrick Kelly

 

Communities in Bloom Awards
Strathcona County received “5 Blooms” in 
the International Challenge award category 
for the Salute to Volunteers Plaza and 
Sculpture in 2007, and for the Heritage Mile 
in 2008.

Project Unveiling
The Heritage Mile Interpretive Display 
was unveiled August 26, 2009 by 
The Honourable Iris Evans, MLA, 
Sherwood Park; Minister of Finance 
and Enterprise.

The following community 
representatives assisted her:
• Ann Ashton, BSc, BEd, 50-year 

Sherwood Park resident
• Vic Bidzinski, Strathcona County 

Councillor, Ward 1
• John Ashton, QC, Founder, Sherwood 

Park’s Heritage Mile Society
• Barbara Flowers, Volunteer, Strathcona  

County Museum and Archives

Contributors 

John Ashton, QC, Sherwood Park’s  
Heritage Mile Society

2019
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John Ashton, QC, Sherwood Park’s  
Heritage Mile Society

More information about the history of  
Strathcona County can be found at:

Strathcona County Museum and Archives  
strathma.ca

Strathcona County 
strathcona.ca/history




