
SECTION 1. 

INTRODUCTION 

What is the Municipal 
Development Plan?

Strathcona County’s Municipal Development Plan 

sets out the guidelines for orderly growth and 

development in the County over the next 20 years 

and beyond. The Municipal Development Plan 

provides a comprehensive long-term land use policy 

framework within which present and projected 

growth and development may take place.

This document will describe a vision and goals for 

the future of the County and includes objectives 

and policies for how the County will achieve that 

vision through land use decisions, development 

management and investment in infrastructure  

and programs. 
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Strathcona County’s Vision

Strathcona County’s Vision will advise the policy 

direction throughout this document. 

the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable 

development practices through people living and 

working in harmony with nature. Together, these 

features support a diverse range of lifestyles as the 

County strives to be Canada’s most livable community. 

Sustainability in   
Strathcona County 

Sustainability is about equitable, prosperous 

human communities living harmoniously with 

natural systems. 

Sustainability for Strathcona County means developing 

in a manner that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations 

to meet their own needs, while striking a balance 

between economic prosperity, social responsibility and 

environmental stewardship. 

Ultimately, this means healthy ecosystems and citizens. 

The objectives and policies within the Municipal 

Development Plan work towards sustainability by 

creating efficient land use and infrastructure, multi-

modal transportation, fostering local business and 

economic development, and creating communities that 

are affordable, accessible and inclusive for people of 

all ages, incomes and abilities. Strathcona County uses 

its Social Sustainability Framework to help Council 

determine the impact their  decisions  have on a 

sustainable community that balances social, economic 

and environmental components.

The Municipal Development 
Plan Review Process

The process to review and update this Municipal 

Development Plan started in 2015. The process 

involved a focus on public outreach to encourage 

broad participation from the community to reflect 

local needs and interests. In each phase of the public 

engagement process, residents and stakeholders were 

invited to share their ideas and feedback through a 

variety of interactive public open houses, workshops, 

interviews, youth activities, and questionnaires, as well 

as an online engagement.

Strathcona County is an energetic and thriving community.  

We use our energy to power our new tomorrow. We are a 

Specialized Municipality, and work cooperatively with our urban 

and rural residents to govern as a single municipality. We are a 

welcoming place to live and attract all people to join us. We strive 

to be a model of ecological integrity, protecting our environment 

and preserving our agricultural heritage. Investment in 

infrastructure, quality services, cultural and recreational 

programs and facilities is a priority and sets us apart.” 

Community Profile

Strathcona County is located in east central Alberta, 

adjacent to the City of Edmonton. The County is 

bordered by the North Saskatchewan River to the 

north, Lamont County and Elk Island National 

Park to the east, the City of Edmonton to the west 

and Leduc County and Beaver County to the south. 

Strathcona County encompasses 1,265 square 

kilometres (488 square miles). At the time of creation 

of this Plan, it is the fifth largest municipality in 

Alberta by population. In 2016, the total population 

of Strathcona County was 98,044 with 70,618 within 

the Urban Service Area and 27,426 within the Rural 

Service Area.

Strathcona County is classified as a Specialized 

Municipality under provincial legislation because of its 

unique blend of urban and rural areas. The County’s 

urban areas and rural areas provide a range of housing 

and employment options for County residents and 

the region. The rural area contains eight hamlets, 

country residential development, industrial areas as 

well as agricultural land. Additionally, a large portion 

of the County is within the Beaver Hills Moraine, 

which is considered an environmentally sensitive 

area of international significance. This area has been 

designated by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization as the Beaver 

Hills Biosphere for demonstrating excellence in 




